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Our perfect search involved experimenting with various keyword combinations, the
thesaurus to find synonyms and alternate word choices, and refining results using the
functions combined search and results mapping. We began by entering appropriate
keywords or keyword phrases using the “Advanced Search/Keyword” field. We chose
this field because specific information regarding the topic was required. Initial search
terms included “metacognition,” “metacogn$,” and “high school curriculum.” These
searches yielded too many results so further refining was needed.

Consulting the thesaurus to find other words gave us a set of more contextually relevant
results. Terms used included “study skills” “thinking skills,” “high school students,”
“learning processes,” “self-efficacy,” “learning strategies,” and “teaching study skills.”
These were combined with terms such as “high school”, “exercise”, “curriculum”, and
“students.” The “combine search” function helped to integrate separate searches. We
used other functions such as automatic results mapping and Boolean modifiers to
complete this step. Combining search terms and further narrowing by limiting the date
range, language and format reduced the number of irrelevant results. The “find similar”
function was used to find results we may have missed.

Some articles appeared in multiple iterations of our search. Here are some of our most
relevant results:
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